Pharmacy Owner Letter to Legislators


Dear_______________,


Thank you for responding to my e-mail regarding the “MyScript MyChoice” petition.  The issue I am concerned about is the loss of Florida citizens’ rights to select the pharmacy of their choice. Recently my patients enrolled in the State of Florida Employees and Retirees Insurance Program have been receiving notices from CVS Caremark, the State’s Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM), that they MUST get all of their maintenance medications from the CVS Caremark Mail Order Pharmacy.


It is my understanding that during the final days of the  2010 Legislative Session, language was entered in HB 5100 (budget bill) on page 401, item #7 that requires the Department of Management Services (DMS) to maintain a listing of certain maintenance drugs that MUST be filled through the CVS Caremark Mail Order Pharmacy. The drugs on the maintenance list may be filled three (3) times by a retail pharmacy of the patient’s choice, however, after the three (3) fills, any covered drug on the list MUST be filled through the CVS Caremark Mail Order Pharmacy. I have been told that the reason most members of the legislature are not aware of this language is because, there was no opportunity for public debate or comments, no transparency in the legislative process.


This program is very much like many of the health plans and PBM programs that restrict patient choice and do away with the pharmacist/patient relationship regarding the patient’s healthcare. The health plans and PBMs do this in the name of SAVINGS that have not been proven and which can be disputed and disproved by me and other pharmacists when given the opportunity. 

I respectfully request that you allow me the opportunity to show you why and how the health plans and PBM’s mislead and misinform the public and private healthcare payers regarding purported savings of mail order.


As your constituent and a supporter of yours, I respectfully request your assistance in repealing or modifying the budget language that restricts the rights of my patients to choose their own pharmacy for their healthcare needs. I look forward to hearing from you in this regard.

Sincerely,

Pharmacy Owner 

