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Dear Fellow Independent Pharmacy Owner,


We are at a crossroad in our profession and business. In the last few years and more specifically in the last few months, we have seen our patients being taken away from us by the large PBMs, especially CVS Caremark. They have methodically worked the system to the point where they are controlling health delivery to our patients.  CVS Caremark practices are affecting your patient’s access to the essential services you provide them. Your State of Florida employees, dependents and retirees have been receiving notices in the last couple of months that they can no longer obtain maintenance medications from your pharmacy.  Recently it was announced that CVS Caremark will become Aetna’s PBM in January 2011, which could reduce patient choice even further.

The writing is on the wall. If you are like most independent pharmacies in this state, your patients are being systematically taken away from you at an alarming rate. This trend will continue until all of our patients are required to use only the PBMs mail order or preferred pharmacies. The Florida Independent Pharmacy Network (FIPN) is mounting a public relations campaign, via the Internet and other electronic media geared towards getting our patients involved in asking their representatives in Florida to review the process in the way the State of Florida works with insurance companies and PBMs for their employees and retirees.

 This campaign will have a tremendous impact on the decision-makers for the healthcare of State of Florida Employees. It is far reaching and will require your help to gather names and e-mails of your patients. We will also need your financial support to make this happen. If you are saying “I can’t afford to support another cause”, I would say “you can’t afford not to support this cause”. This first battle (State Employees) is only the beginning of what we can do if we ban together. Please don’t set this letter aside and say you will take care of it later. Act now! Please send FIPN a check or complete the enclosed credit card authorization for a suggested contribution of $250 or more.  We must act in the next few days to make our campaign effective.

In closing, in all of my years of pharmacy I have never seen the level of enthusiasm, commitment and desire that I have seen in meetings with pharmacy owners just that I have gone to in the last couple of weeks. Let’s keep the groundswell going. We need your support now.
Thank You,

Dan Fucarino

Carrollwood Pharmacy

Make checks to: FIPN Media Legal Fund, 1400 Village Square Blvd. #3-200 Tallahassee, Florida 32312. Use attached PPSC Credit Card Form for credit card contributions.
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